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The Dixie Highway was first promoted in
1015 by a meeting of governors of states, who
appointed local committees to lay out the
route and to secure the cooperation of the
people in the project. See lincoln high-
way.
DIXON, thomas (1864- ), American
novelist and playwright, born at Shelby,
N. C. In 1883 he received the degree of
A. M. from Wake Forest College, N. C.
Greensboro Law School conferred upon him
the degree of LL. B. in 1886. The same
year he was admitted to the North Carolina
bar and to practice in the United States
District and Supreme courts. His attain-
ments won for him a scholarship in history
and polities at Johns Hopkins University in
1883. Two years later he began to serve
a term in the North Carolina legislature, but
resigned to enter the ministry. He is author
of several novels and plays, am^ng which are
The Leopard's Spots, The Root of Evil and
The Clansman, the last of which has been
dramatized and adapted to motion pictures
under the title Birth of a Nation. In 1921
appeared The Man in Gray.
DIZZINESS.   See vertigo.
B1NIEPER,, ne'pur, a river in Russia, one
of the largest in Europe. It rises in the
region about 200 miles southwest of Moscow
and flows first southwest, then southeast and
again southwest, into the Black Sea. At
its mouth it has a breadth of ten miles. It
is navigable for nearly its entire length of
1,400 miles and is therefore of great com-
mercial importance. It flows through one
of the most important wheat-growing regions
in the world, and waters an area of 203,000
square miles. In its lower course there are
important fisheries. Among its tributaries
are the Beresina, the Pripet, the Desna and
the Psiol.
DNIESTER, neJstur, a large river of
Europe, which has its source in the Car-
pathian Mountains in former Austrian
Galicia. It enters Russia at Khotin and
flows into the Black Sea, after a course of
about 850 miles. Navigation, once difficult
on account o£ frequent shallows and rapids,
was rendered possible through improvements
made by the Russian government for a dis-
tance of 500 miles. Large quantities of
lumber, fish and grain are transported on its
waters.
BOBRTJJA, or BOBRTJDJA, dolroo'ja,
a fertile district in Southeastern Europe,
  

bounded on the north and west by the
Danube River and on the east by the
Black Sea. It consists of two departments—
Constantsa and Tulcha—whose combined
area is 8,969 square miles. At the out-
break of the World War it had a popula-
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RUMANIA
LOCATION OF DOBRTJDJA
tion of 380,430. The population is mixed,
consisting of Turks, Bulgars, Rumanians,
Russians, Jews, Armenians and Germans.
The Dobrudja was annexed to Rumania in
1878. In May, 1918, by the Treaty of
Bucharest, Rumania was forced to cede the
territory to the Germanic powers, but this
treaty was rendered null and void by the
subsequent collapse of the Germanic alli-
ance, in the fall of the same year. The
boundaries of reorganized Rumania were
re-established in 1919, and this disputed ter-
ritory was restored to her. See rumania;
world war.
BOCK, a name applied to various large,
herbaceous plants belonging to the buck-
wheat family. The varieties common in the
United States and Canada are known only
as troublesome weeds, but the roots of other
species are valuable on account of their
medicinal properties. As much as 125,000
pounds of these roots have been imported
into the United States in one year.
BOCKS, a word commonly used to mean a
wharf—a long, narrow structure extending
into the water, close to which vessels may be

